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LAMI meeting

11th November 2021

9:45 – 10:45 (CET time)
8:45- 9:45 (UK time)

Cecilie:     chca@hvl.no Lorenzo: l.rocca@ladante.it
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Agenda 

▪ Updating about parallel projects involving LAMI

✓Council of Europe LASLLIAM (ref. LAMI action plan 1B)

✓IMPECT (ref. LAMI action plan 2)

▪ Uneven profiles: tests’ examples collection

(ref. LAMI action plan 3A and, in perspective, 3B)

▪ Towards a new ALTE Minimum Standard related to 

preventing test misuse (part of the meeting joined with 

QMS SIG) 

▪ Date/place for the next LAMI meeting

▪ AOB
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5 May 2021

Adopted by the 

CoE Committee of 

Ministries 
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**LASLLIAM 

LITERACY AND SECOND LANGUAGE LEARNING FOR LIAM
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Development (2018-2020)

Validation (2020-2021)

Piloting (2022)

Launch and dissemination (2022)

LASLLIAM Research plan

LAMI

1A

LAMI

1B



8 © Copyright ALTE 2018

• 13 Jan 2022 - CoE Webinar, (15-17 CET)

• Jan 2022 - Second proof reading (EN version) 

• June 2022 - 1-day 

Conference in 

Strasbourg

LASLLIAM – NEXT STEPS
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IMPECT brief update 

Purpose:

To map the language and 

knowledge of society 

requirements in CoE member 

states (2018)

Purpose:

To map the consequences of

language and knowledge of 

society requirements for 

low-literate adult migrants in 

CoE member states

IMPECT update
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Kick- off seminar, Bergen, September 2nd-3rd

IMPECT update

Ricky van Oers, Associate Professor (Radboud University) 

Marte Nordanger, Postdoctoral research fellow (Inland Norway University of Applied Sciences) 

Live Grinden, PhD student (Western Norway University of Applied Sciences)

Sara Karim, PhD student (Western Norway University of Applied Sciences)

Terje Hellesen, PhD student (Western Norway University of Applied Sciences)

Prof. Cecilie Hamnes Carlsen, Researcher (Western Norway University of Applied Sciences)

Prof. Bart Deygers, Researcher (Gent University)

Prof. Lorenzo Rocca, Researcher (Società Dante Alighieri)

Prof. Edit Bugge, Researcher and project leader (Western Norway University of Applied Sciences)

Prof. Jeanne Kurvers, Scientific Advisory Board (Tilburg University)

Prof. Tim McNamara, Scientific Advisory Board (Melbourne University)
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Seminar about citizenship and low-literate learners 

Bergen, September 4th

IMPECT update
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Presentation of IMPECT at Dante, Rome, 22nd October

IMPECT update
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IMPECT update

LAMI contribution; check and update information about

requirements in Europe > 2022
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LAMI project 3A: Uneven profiles

▪ How common is it that ALTE members construct language

tests yielding profiled scores?

▪ How common is it that the profiled scores are reflected in 

language requirements in society e.g. for

▪ recidency and citizenship

▪ labour

▪ higher education

Hypothesis that many test developers provide uneven profile

scores, but that society fail to set differentiated language

requirements
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▪ AIM: ALTE/LAMI publication on a profiled approach to language 

assessment 

▪ Build an argument in favor of profiled approach

▪ Empirical data from institutions who offer language tests measuring 

skills separately (separate scores)

▪ Outcome: Scientific paper +  ALTE LAMI report

▪ WHEN: Long term project

▪ February 2021 – April 2023

▪ 1-2 p context descriptions from ALTE-members

LAMI project 3A: Uneven profiles
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▪ Next step:

▪ ALTE LAMI report on uneven profiles

▪ Aim to finalize in 2022

▪ Authoring group

▪ Sabrina, Lorenzo, Cecilie

▪ Feedback group:

▪ Jane

▪ (other volunteers?)

▪ Will call for a meeting in early in 2022

LAMI project 3A: Uneven profiles
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MS18

RESPONSIBLE TEST USE & PREVENTING TEST MISUSE

Towards a new minimum standard
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Towards a new minimum standard

Agenda for the joint LAMI & QMS-meeting:

▪ Why do we need a new minimum standard related to 

preventing test misuse?

▪ The content of the new minimum standard (MS 18) 

▪ Discussion in breakout rooms 

▪ Plenary discussion 

▪ Next step - piloting
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Towards a new minimum standard

Why do we need a new minimum standard related to 

preventing test misuse?
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Why do we need a new minimum standard related to 

preventing test misuse?

ards a new minimum standard

Towards a new minimum standard

«Validity is an integrated evaluative judgement of the degree to which

empirical evidence and theoretical rationales support the adequacy

and appropriateness of inferences and actions based on test scores 

or other modes of assessment […]» (Messick, 1989:13).

«The consequential aspect of construct validity includes evidence and 

rationale for evaluating the intended and unintended consequences of 

score interpretation and use in both the short and long term […]» 

(Messick, 1996: 251)
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Why do we need a new minimum standard related to 

preventing test misuse?

ards a new minimum standard

Towards a new minimum standard

➢ Questions not only of fairness, but of justice

- Is the use of the test justifiable?

- Is the test being misused, ie. used for other than the intended purposes?

- What are the consequences of the test for different test-taker groups?

- How are test scores interpreted and used by different stakeholders?

- What actions do test developers take if test misuse is detected?

Are these questions sufficienctly well covered in the 17 MS?
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▪ LAMI initiative

▪ Assignment on behalf of the Standing Committee

▪ Collaborative effort

▪ Chairs of LAMI (Lorenzo & Cecilie)

▪ Chairs of QMS (Cathy & Vincent/Tony)

▪ Chairs of Social Justice Sig (Bart & Cecilie)

▪ To be presented for sig members nov 11 2021

▪ Feedback from sig-members

▪ Presented for SC-members and Board of trustees 22

Towards a new minimum standard
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Drafting MS 18

▪ It needs to be realistic and not too political

▪ It also needs to provide a good balancing: concrete and pragmatic (not 

too idealist), but also referred to universal human rights (ILTA Code of 

Ethic Principle 1 Language testers shall have respect for the humanity 

and dignity of each of their test takers and 9 Language testers shall 

regularly consider the potential effect, both short and long term on all 

stakeholders of their projects […])

▪ It should be very clear for the auditees/auditors that ALTE is aware that 

the interpretation and use of tests/test scores is most often outside the 

hands of the test developers, and that there is a limit to how much they 

can do

▪ The purpose of MS18 is to ask them to focus on and to show that they do 

all they can do to prevent test misuse/harmful consequences of their 

tests
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MS 18. You take action when test scores are interpreted and used for 

a purpose that violates the best interest of test-takers (c.f. the ILTA 

code of ethics).

a) You make it clear to stakeholders what would be an appropriate use of 

the test, and that the test has not been validated for purposes other than 

those specified by you.

b) You have a system is in place to collect information about the way the 

test is used, and the consequences of test score use. Possible ways to do 

this would be supplying post-test questionnaires to test-takers (e.g. their 

reason for taking the test), teachers and other stakeholders.

c) If test score misuse is detected, i.e. uses that are problematic from a 

social justice and/or human rights perspective, you take adequate and 

proportionate action (e.g. you initiate a dialogue with the test score user to 

rectify the situation).

RESPONSIBLE TEST USE & PREVENTING TEST MISUSE
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▪ Do you support the introduction of this new MS?

▪ What elements of MS 18 will your organisation find 

relatively easy to meet?

▪ What elements of MS 18 will your organisation find 

challenging to meet? What are the impediments?

▪ What support materials would help you complete your 

VA for MS18?

Please send notes from the discussion to chca@hvl.no

Questions for discussion

mailto:chca@hvl.no
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Towards a new minimum standard

▪ Next step - piloting

▪ Spring 2022 : institutions fully audited volunteer to pilot 

the new MS 18. Auditors volunteer to audit the 

examinations.

▪ Summer 2022 : analyses of the pilot (auditee and auditor 

feedbacks), amendments to the wording / questions / 

template (if needed) and finalization of MS 18.

▪ Autumn 2022 : training of the auditors and information / 

training of the ALTE members (auditees)

▪ Presentation of MS18 at the ALTE AGM (Nov. 22)

▪ Spring 2023 : first use of the MS 18 in audits and re-audits


